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Important Dates 

January 13, 2017 

Superintendent’s Advisory 

  Council Meeting 
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No School—MLK Day 

January 24, 2017 

KIDs:  IEP 

January 25, 2017 

KIDs:  IEP 

February 4, 2017 

Parent University 
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Superintendent’s Advisory 

  Council Meeting 

No School (West Hillsborough) 

February 18, 2017 

KIDs:  Resource Fair 

February 20, 2017 

No School—Presidents’ Day 

March 3, 2017 

Superintendent’s Advisory 

  Council Meeting 

March 6, 2017 

No School—(Area 6 only) 

March 10, 2017 

End of 3rd Grading Period 

March 13 th- 17th, 2017 

No School—Spring Break 
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Florida Diagnostic & Learning Resources System (FDLRS) 

A Newsletter for Parents of Students in Exceptional Student Education 

 
 
 
 
 
 
As another year is upon us, it is a good time to reflect on how to build upon our successes and 
challenges from previous years.  FDLRS prides itself with being on the cutting edge of 
technology, professional development and access to services and resources for you, our valued 
stakeholders!  In an effort to ensure that everyone is able to access our programs and services 
quickly and easily, we are excited to introduce you to our new FDLRS website, which is located 
at http://fdlrs.mysdhc.org/. 
 
As you browse the contents of the website, you will notice clearly marked links and descriptions 
of each of the four FDLRS functions: Child Find, Parent Services, Human Resource Development, 
and Technology. And new this year, the Florida Inclusion Network (FIN) is part of the FDLRS 
network.  FIN collaborates with districts and schools to provide customized services and 
supports ensuring all students with disabilities have the same educational, social, and future 
opportunities as their peers. 
 
As you may know, the FDLRS/Hillsborough Associate Center provides an array of instructional 
and technical support services to Hillsborough County Public Schools and the Exceptional 
Student Education department and we are proud to partner with them to achieve our common 
goals.  We are funded through the Florida Department of Education (FDOE) and are part of the 
Bureau of Exceptional Education and Student Services (BEESS).  We strive to strengthen the 
support system for educators, parents, and professionals who work with students with 
disabilities in Hillsborough County Public Schools. 
 
As you browse our new website, we are sure that you will like the clean design and intuitive 
navigation that directs you to the information most relevant to you. It is also responsive with 
mobile devices, making it easy to navigate on a wide range of web browsers and portable 
devices. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read the FDLRS Parent Press and we hope that you will find our 
new website informative, educational and helpful as you seek services in our district and 
community.  

aƛŎƘŀŜƭ [ŜǾƛƴŜΣ {ǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƻǊΣ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ 5ƛŀƎƴƻǎǝŎ ŀƴŘ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ {ȅǎǘŜƳ 
  

http://fdlrs.mysdhc.org/
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18th Annual  

ñExcellence in Action Awardsò 
We are excited to announce that the Florida Diagnostic and Learning Resources System (FDLRS) Parent Services is now 
accepting nominations for the 18th Annual Excellence in Action Awards which will be presented on May 1, 2017. 
 
The Excellence in Action Awards (EIA) were established to recognize individuals who have made a difference in the life of 
a student with special needs receiving Hillsborough County Public Schools (HCPS) Exceptional Student Education (ESE) 
services.  Over the last 17 years, family members, including students, have been inspired to submit hundreds of 
nominations for administration, teachers, support staff, transportation staff, therapists, community members, and 
volunteers who have touched their lives.   
 
EIA nomination letters will be accepted from family members or students only, and should specify how the 
nominee has made a difference in the life of their child with special needs.  EIA nomination letters will be 
verified and separated into categories.  The winner of each category will be determined based on the content 
of the letter. 

 
Special Awards have been added over the years to recognize individuals and organizations who have made broad 
contributions through their leadership and innovative programs that enhance the lives of families with special needs 
children and their communities.  They are the aƛƭƭƛŜ .ǳŎȅ tƻǎƛǝǾŜ tŀǊŜƴǘ LƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ !ǿŀǊŘ and the /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ !ǿŀǊŘ. 
 
For these two awards, nomination letters will be accepted from anyone and should specify the individual 
nominee’s or organization’s accomplishments that enhance the lives of families of special needs families and 
their communities. 

 

Nomination Process: 
 
Excellence in Action(EIA) Awards: 
Please submit an online nomination for an individual who has made a difference in the life of your child with special 
needs from your child’s school or community.  This group includes all teachers, support staff, therapists, administration, 
volunteers, district staff, transportation staff, crossing guards, tutors, sports & recreation, etc. 
 
Millie Bucy Positive Parent Involvement Award:  
Please submit an online nomination for a parent of a special needs child who has positively and collaboratively 
advocated for their child and has taken their very personal experiences to encourage and support other families who 
have children with special needs. 
 
Community Award:  
Please submit an online nomination for an individual, organization, or business that has shown their commitment to 
enhancing the lives of children with special needs by supporting their educational, personal, and/or recreational 
activities. 
 
Deadline for Submissions: 
 
Please submit your nomination(s) by 5 p.m. Monday, March 20, 2017 
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Excellence in Action Awards FAQ 
 
Where do I go to submit a nomination?  Please visit www.surveymonkey.com/r/EIA2017 to submit a nomination  
 
 
Who can help me with the online nomination?  For those with special or unique circumstances, please contact  
                                                Debbie Valdes, FDLRS Parent Services for assistance:  
 
         Telephone (813) 837-7732 or email fdlrsparentservices@sdhc.k12.fl.us 
 
Who is eligible to submit a nomination for the EIA Awards?  Any parent or caregiver of a student with special 
needs or the student with special needs. 
 
What are the different EIA Award Categories? 
Ý Teacher:  ESE teacher or General Education teacher who works with your child 
Ý Administrative:  assistant principal, principal, district resource teacher, etc. 
Ý Therapist:  speech language pathologist, occupational therapist, physical therapist, etc. 
Ý Instructional Support:  nurse, ESE specialist, social worker, psychologist, etc. 
Ý Support Staff:  paraprofessional, health, food service, office, custodial, etc. 
Ý Transportation Staff:  bus driver, attendant, supervisor 
Ý Other / Community Agencies:  crossing guards, sports & recreation, etc. 
Ý Volunteers:  peer buddies, parents, etc. 
 

What information do I need for the EIA nomination?  Your name and contact information, your nominee’s name 
and contact information, your child’s name, and a short paragraph explaining how your nominee has made a 
difference in the life of your child with special needs.  We recommend typing the paragraph in a document 
which can be copied and pasted into the online form. 
 
May I nominate my coworker or family member for an EIA award?  They work with students.  We appreciate the 
thought, but unless they work with your child with special needs, they do not meet the criteria for 
nomination. 
 
Who is eligible to submit a nomination for the Special EIA Awards?  Everyone is eligible to submit a nomination 
for the aƛƭƭƛŜ .ǳŎȅ tƻǎƛǝǾŜ tŀǊŜƴǘ LƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ !ǿŀǊŘ and the /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ !ǿŀǊŘΦ 
 
What information do I need for the aƛƭƭƛŜ .ǳŎȅ tƻǎƛǝǾŜ tŀǊŜƴǘ LƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ !ǿŀǊŘ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ !ǿŀǊŘ?  
Your name and contact information, your nominee’s name or organization and contact information, and a 
short paragraph explaining how your nominee or organization’s accomplishment has made a difference in the 
lives of children with special needs and their families. 
 
Who will be invited to the event?  In addition to the individuals who have been nominated and the individuals 
who have submitted nominations, invitations will be sent to the nominee’s supervisor, area staff, the 
superintendent and his staff as well as school board members.  
 
When is the event?  The evening of Monday, May 1, 2017.  
 
When will the winners be announced?  During the Excellence in Action Awards Ceremony 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/EIA2017
mailto:fdlrsparentservices@sdhc.k12.fl.us
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What is Articulation? 

Whether you are moving from elementary school to middle school or from middle school to high school, the transition 
may sometimes cause anxiety in parents and students.   In an effort to make this transition easier for everybody, our 
schools follow an organized and efficient plan to exchange information between the sending and receiving schools for 
all students who have an Individual Educational Plan (IEP).  This communication between the two schools during this 
change is referred to as aǊǝŎǳƭŀǝƻƴ.   
 
Here are some frequently asked questions from parents: 
 
How does my child’s current school prepare for my child to attend the new school?   
Between the months of November and January, an articulation meeting takes place between your current ESE contact 
as well as an administrator and an ESE contact from the new school.  This communication between the two schools is 
to share current information about services and placement.  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴƛǝŀƭ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ƛǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ǇǊŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǊȅ 
ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΦ 
 
When will I have the opportunity to present my questions or concerns with the schools?   
Usually between the months of March and May, your school will schedule an IEP revision meeting to discuss 
articulation.  This meeting would be similar to an annual IEP review and may include an ESE representative from your 
child’s new school.  Also, if your child is turning 14 before the current IEP expires, your child will also be invited to the 
meeting. 
 
What can I do to prepare for my child’s articulation IEP meeting? 
Ask questions!   A lot of information will be covered at this meeting and it can be overwhelming, so begin writing down 
your questions now.  This will help you to be better prepared and make sure that all of your questions are answered. 
 
How can I help smooth the transition for my child with this change? 
Some ways to help your child become familiar with the new school include: 
 

ß drive by the school and talk about it.   
ß explore the school’s website to see if there are any events over the spring or summer you 
could attend.   

ß attend the open house for incoming students.  This will give you the opportunity to meet 
teachers and some classmates and do a “dry run” of your child’s schedule όȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŜǾŜƴ ǇƛŎƪ 
ǳǇ ŀ ƳŀǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŶŎŜύ.   

ß create a visual aid of your child’s schedule with teacher names, classroom numbers and times.  
ß find out if the new school uses combination locks for lockers and practice that skill over the 
summer.  

The best way to help your children through this transition is to keep a positive attitude.  Reassure them that they will 
become more comfortable and confident in time and that there are going to be several other incoming students 
feeling the same way.  Remind your child that the school and teachers want them to be successful and that they are 
there to help.   We hope that this information will help in a successful articulation.  

Floridaõs  
2016 - 2017  

ESE Parent Survey  
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A Series of Free Parent Information Sessions Provided by Florida Diagnostic and Learning Resources System (FDLRS) Parent 

Services and Hillsborough County Public Schools for Families of Students Receiving Exceptional Student Education (ESE) Services 

 

Keeping it Simple -  
Your Childõs Individual Educational Plan (IEP) 

 
Who are the members of the IEP Team?  How can a parent actively 

participate in the IEP? How can you arrive at a consensus during difficult 
times?  What does the new IEP look like?   

 

Tuesday, January 24, 2017   Wednesday, January 25, 2017 
OR 

6:00 pm to 8:00 pm          10:30 am to 12:30 pm 
 

Sam Horton Instructional Services Center (ISC)  
2920 N. 40th Street, Tampa, FL 33605  

 
Register Online:  https://january2017kids.eventbrite.com 

 
Parking:  Registration is required for parking at the day time session.   
 Additional information will be sent as we get closer to the event. 

Are you looking for resources for after school or during the summer? Come join 

us at our annual out of school time resource fair where we bring you vendors that 

provide respite programs, sporting activities, camps, karate, dance, art, after 

school care and more. 

 
Register Online: 

https://february2017kids.eventbrite.com 

or 

fdlrsparentservices@sdhc.k12.fl.us  

813-837-7732  

FEB 18, 2017  

OUT OF SCHOOL TIME 

2ÅÓÏÕÒÃÅ &ÁÉÒ 
 FOR STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS 

LOCATION 
 
Sam Horton Instructional Services 

Center (ISC) 
2920 N. 40th Street 
Tampa, FL 33605 

Free Event 

■ 
Event Hours 

9:00 am – 12:00 pm 

https://january2017kids.eventbrite.com
https://february2017kids.eventbrite.com
mailto:fdlrsparentservices@sdhc.k12.fl.us
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Visit the CARD-USF website safety page 

for information about prevention 
strategies for wandering and more 

information on Project Leo  
 

http://card-usf.fmhi.usf.edu/resources/
materials/safety.html 

Protecting Your Loved Ones 
 

The Hillsborough County Sherriffõs Office  

and Safety NetË  Tracking Systems have 

been working together for several years to 

build a quality program that helps locate 

missing children and adults with various 

disabilities who run away or wander. 

 

This year, the Florida Legislature passed 

Section 937.041, Florida Statutes, to 

provide funding  to the Center for Autism 

and Related Disabilities at the University of 

South Florida to purchase special personal 

devices, worn on the wrist, that can aid in 

search-and-rescue efforts and will be 

distributed by the Hillsborough County 

Sheriffõs Office. 

Superintendent’s Advisory Council for the 

Education of Students with Disabilities 

MEETING DATES 

 

January 13, 2017 

February 10, 2017 

March 3, 2017 

April 7, 2017 

May 5, 2017 

The primary focus of the Superintendent’s Advisory 

Council for the Education of Students with Disabilities, is 

to identify and recommend systemic strategies to improve 

outcomes for all students who have disabilities within 

Hillsborough County Public Schools (HCPS).  Voting 

members of the Council are appointed by the 

Superintendent and are comprised of school district 

personnel, parents of students receiving Exceptional 

Student Education (ESE) and community members.  

Guests are welcome to attend but due to time constraints, 

discussion may be limited to appointed members.  Guests 

are encouraged to attend the council meetings, to volunteer 

to participate in work groups, and to express interests and 

topics for the council to consider for discussion at future 

council meetings. 

For questions or if you 

are interested in 

attending, contact 

Parent Services at 

(813) 837-7732 for 

more information. 

Tell us how we are doing 
 

Please take a few moments to complete our short survey for 

our January 2017 Parent Press so that we may enhance our 

services and better meet your needs.  Your responses will 

only be used for survey purposes and should take less than 

one minute to complete. 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ParentPressJan2017 

http://card-usf.fmhi.usf.edu/resources/materials/safety.html
http://card-usf.fmhi.usf.edu/resources/materials/safety.html
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ParentPressJan2017
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The School District of Hillsborough County does not discriminate nor tolerate harassment on the basis of race, color, ethnicity, national origin, religion, gender, 
gender identity, sexual orientation, age, disability, marital status, genetic information or pregnancy in its educational programs, services or activities, or in its hiring 

or employment practices; and it will take immediate action to eliminate such harassment, prevent its recurrence, and address its effects. The district also provides 

equal access to its facilities to the Boy Scouts and other patriotic youth groups, as required by the Boy Scouts of America Equal Access Act. 

The district accords preference in selection, retention, and promotion procedures to certain veterans and spouses of veterans who are Florida residents. 

The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies: Dr. Pansy Houghton, Executive Officer, Compliance. 813-272-

4000; pansy.houghton@sdhc.k12.fl.us; Office of the Chief of Staff, 901 E. Kennedy Blvd., Tampa, Florida 33602. An alternate point of contact for complaints of 

discrimination or harassment may be directed to the Office of Professional Standards at 813-840-7128. 

As required by Section 668.6076, Florida Statutes, you are hereby notified that: Under Florida law, e-mail addresses are public records. If you do not want your e-

mail address released in response to a public records request, do not send electronic mail to this entity. Instead, contact this office by phone or in writing. History.--s. 

1, ch. 2006-232. 

Mission 

To provide an education and the supports that enable each 

student to excel as a successful and responsible citizen 

The Parent Press is designed to be an informational source for parents of students who receive Exceptional Student Education (ESE) services.  In addition to 
Hillsborough County Public School (HCPS) supports and services, the Parent Press strives to offer as much information as possible from community agencies and 

groups that provide services to persons with disabilities.  

Vision 

Preparing students for life 

 

Parent University is a FREE 

conference supporting the academic 

life of students in kindergarten 

through 12th grade.  Sessions will 

be focused on academic and support 

programs in Hillsborough County 

Public Schools, effective strategies families can use to help 

every child succeed, and ways to advocate for the 

resources necessary for our students.  Participants will 

attend a general session followed by two classes.  Free 

childcare is provided for children in grades K-5 only 

(advance reservations are required). 

February 4, 2017 

Armwood High School* 
 

*Location subject to change.  Please check website for additional 

information at http://www.sdhc.k12.fl.us/doc/853/parentuniversity 

 

Register at 

http://all4schools.org/hillsborough 

or call (813) 272-4443 

Local Contact Information: 

Florida Diagnostic and Learning 

Resources System (FDLRS) - 

Hillsborough 

Debbie Valdes 

(813) 837-7733 

debbie.valdes@sdhc.k12.fl.us 

The Florida Department of Education is 

proud to provide access to the Special Ed 

Connection® at no cost to families of 

students with disabilities.  To find out 

how you can gain access to this valuable 

resource visit the web at: 

http://www.fldoe.org/academics/

exceptional-student-edu/parent-info 

http://www.sdhc.k12.fl.us/doc/853/parentuniversity
http://all4schools.org/hillsborough
http://www.fldoe.org/academics/exceptional-student-edu/parent-info
http://www.fldoe.org/academics/exceptional-student-edu/parent-info
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/ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀ .ŜƭǘǊŀƴ тпп-усос [Ŝƛƭŀƴƛ /ǳŜƭƭƻ тлт-тпос .ŜǘƘ WŜƴƴŜǊ тпл-отмт 5ƻǊƛǎ WŜũǊƛŜǎ роп-лоуо 

tŀǊŜƴǘ [ƛŀƛǎƻƴ tŀǊŜƴǘ [ƛŀƛǎƻƴ tŀǊŜƴǘ [ƛŀƛǎƻƴ tŀǊŜƴǘ [ƛŀƛǎƻƴ 

ŎŀǊƻƭƛƴŀΦōŜƭǘǊŀƴϪǎŘƘŎΦƪмнΦƅΦǳǎ ƭŜƛƭŀƴƛΦŎǳŜƭƭƻϪǎŘƘŎΦƪмнΦƅΦǳǎ ōŜǘƘΦƧŜƴƴŜǊϪǎŘƘŎΦƪмнΦƅΦǳǎ ŘƻǊƛǎΦƧŜũǊƛŜǎϪǎŘƘŎΦƪмнΦƅΦǳǎ 
.ƭƻƻƳƛƴƎŘŀƭŜΣ bŜǿǎƻƳŜΣ {Ǉƻǘƻ IƛƎƘ ŀƴŘ 

ŦŜŜŘŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ 
5ǳǊŀƴǘΣ tƭŀƴǘ /ƛǘȅΣ {ǘǊŀǿōŜǊǊȅ /ǊŜǎǘ IƛƎƘ 

ŀƴŘ ŦŜŜŘŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ 
!ǊƳǿƻƻŘΣ .ǊŀƴŘƻƴΣ ¢ŀƳǇŀ .ŀȅ ¢ŜŎƘΦ 

IƛƎƘ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŜŘŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ 
 9ŀǎǘ .ŀȅΣ [ŜƴƴŀǊŘΣ wƛǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ IƛƎƘ 

ŀƴŘ ŦŜŜŘŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ 

C5[w{ 
aƛŎƘŀŜƭ [ŜǾƛƴŜΣ C5[w{ {ǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƻǊΥ уот-ттттΣ  ƳƛŎƘŀŜƭΦƭŜǾƛƴŜϪǎŘƘŎΦƪмнΦƅΦǳǎ 

5ŜōōƛŜ ±ŀƭŘŜǎΣ C5[w{ tŀǊŜƴǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ aŀƴŀƎŜǊΥ уот-ттооΣ  ŘŜōōƛŜΦǾŀƭŘŜǎϪǎŘƘŎΦƪмнΦƅΦǳǎ 
/ƻǊƛƴƴŜ {ƳƛǘƘΣ C5[w{ tŀǊŜƴǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǝƻƴǎΥ уот-тутнΣ  ŎƻǊƛƴƴŜΦǎƳƛǘƘϪǎŘƘŎΦƪмнΦƅΦǳǎ 
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