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Important Dates 

 

May 26, 2017 

LAST DAY OF SCHOOL 

 

August 10, 2017 

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL 

 

August 18, 2017 

Developmental Screening 

 

September 2, 2017 

Developmental Screening 

 

September 4, 2017 

No School 

 

October 13, 2017 

End of 1st Grading Period 

 

October 13, 2017 

Developmental Screening 

 

October 16 2017 

No School 

 

November 10, 2017 

No School 
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Parent Press  

 

Florida Diagnostic & Learning Resources System (FDLRS) 

A Newsletter for Parents of Students in Exceptional Student Education 

Thank You for Teaching! 

As I was sitting at the 18th Annual Excellence in Action Awards 

ceremony on May 1st, 2017, I couldnõt help but remember my third 

grade teacher, Mrs. Barnes.  I remember her fondly, with the emotion 

we attach to good childhood memories. She taught us the basics of 

literacy, read us stories, played with us, comforted us and cared 

about us.   

As I listened to the heartfelt stories and nomination letters that were 

read during Excellence in Action, I could see the memories that each 

of the teachers were leaving for their students.  In each story I could 

hear the powerful sounds of determination, resolve, fortitude, 

persistence and above all else caring.  Caring for their students as 

their own.  It is important to remember that special education 

teachers serve as both an educator and as an advocate for students 

with disabilities.  We need that kind of resolve, caring and advocacy 

now more than ever.   

As another school year comes to an end, I would like to thank all the 

teachers, paraeducators, student services staff, administrators and 

everyone else who contributes to the lives of students with disabilities 

each and every day.   

Thank you for all that you do for students Hillsborough County Public 

Schools.  We appreciate you! 

-ÉÃÈÁÅÌ ,ÅÖÉÎÅ 
&$,23ȟ 3ÕÐÅÒÖÉÓÏÒ 

ά.Ŝ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŀƭ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƛŘŜŀƭǎΦ YŜŜǇ ȅƻǳǊ ŜȅŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǎΣ 

ōǳǘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŜŜǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘΦέ  - ¢ƘŜƻŘƻǊŜ wƻƻǎŜǾŜƭǘ  
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18th Annual  

ñExcellence in Action Awardsò 
The 18th Annual Excellence in Action Awards ceremony was held on May 1, 2017 at the TPepin 

Hospitality Centre, Tampa.  These awards are for individuals who have made a difference in the 

life of a student with special needs.  Thank you to all the parents, caregivers and students for your 

wonderful nominations making this night a night to remember.  

The Nominees  
Support Staff  

Carolina Andujar 

Mia Dixon 

Phyllis Fleetwood 

Catherine Hengstenberg 

Latwanda Johnson 

Danielle Myers 

Ree Nichols 

Wendy Parton 

Danielle Piazza 

Julianne Powers 

Kim Romano 

Shirley Rosario 

David Ungar 

Tabatha Urban 

Tender May Vang 

Rudine Williams 

 

Administration  

John Cobb 

Doby Elementary 

Paulette English 

Learning Gate  

Nicole Libby 

Kevin Moon 

Marcos Murillo 

Pepin Academies 

Amy Rappleyea 

Sandra Rosario 

Annie Russell 

Stowers Elementary 

Instructional  

 Support Staff  

Kristin Alvarez-Craft 

Kelly Apple 

Jeralynn Campbell-Triplett 

Ken Colen 

Cassandra Davis 

Tania Drotleff 

Barbra Flaugher 

Kelly Gattuso 

Heidi Gomez 

Michelle Hawkins 

Amanda Jennings 

Janae Kaptan 

Corey Keith 

Dr. Reba McKinney 

Gail Olds 

Jaime Sharitz 

Ethome Sorrentino 

Donna Taylor 

 

Transportation  

Beth Davis 

William Hueppi 

Felicia Lewis 

David Padgett, Sr. 

Wanda Wasden 

General Education  

  Elementary Teachers  

Shelby Baldree 

Stephanie E. Barnes 

Linda Benninghoff 

Jacquelyn Bohling 

Jeanette Buntin 

Karen Buono 

Jessica Campbell 

Robert Clark 

Justine Cohen 

Marchele Cornish 

Samantha Davis 

Lisa Devlin 

Elizabeth Fairweather 

Eva Garcia 

Deborah Gregory 

Jenny Harmon 

Jonnice Hewitt 

Kathryn Hill 

Brenda Johnson 

Robyn Lauck 

Kaitlin Longworth 

Lois Lukas 

Samuel Macko 

Susan McCrossin 

Margarita Miner 

Louis Mooney 

Trisha Nicholas 

Scott Owen 

Carla Perdomo 

Hannah Perry 

Elizabeth Pletcher 

Deborah Scott 

Lauren Smith 

Kelly Stovall 

Kate Wildonger 

Charlene Williams 

Therapists  

Brenda Auciello 

Amy Bianchi 

Suzanne Hall 

Suzanne Lowe 

Ashley Macguire 

Vanessa Severe 

April Tidey 

Sherra Washington 
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ESE Pre-K Teachers  

Brenda Adams 

Stephanie J. Barnes 

Donna Battin 

Lynn Baumann 

Catherine Cheuvront 

Paige DeAngelis 

Stephanie Finlayson 

Janice Fisher 

Ruth Fratercangelo 

Tonya Green 

Tamara Hansen 

Elizabeth Haynes 

Kelly Jabaut 

Jill James  

Jessica  Jordan-Hogan 

Amber Kovacs 

Jennifer Leoncini 

Caitlin Lewis 

Chelsea Maloney 

Mary Marrs 

Molly McCann 

Dalina Nunez Perez 

Christina Pace 

Melanie Shaw 

Tara Tallon-Stone 

Dana Varsalona 

Vicky Whitcomb 

Kirsten Willis 

Kathleen Zagorc 

Donna Zambito 

ESE Elementary  Teachers  

Sarah Alberts 

Alecia Battinelli 

Denise Beasley 

Avis Bennett 

Peter Bianchi 

Jodi Blaine 

Tanya Bracken 

Sonya Carnahan 

Alana Cato 

Deborrah Chain 

Debra Cohen 

Elizabeth Col·n 

Nikole Cornuta 

Kara Creighton 

Jennifer Cunningham 

Cynthia Davis 

Linda Davis 

Kristina De Artiaga 

Amy Dunn 

Kelly Goss 

Julia Gostomski 

Autumn Grice 

Tania Hausmann 

Caroline Heimkreiter 

Kimberly Hendricks 

Stephanie Hilland 

Stephanie Hogan 

Tanya Judd 

Paula Kraskow 

Alyse Lampert 

Erika Layton 

Jamie Losinski 

Shannon Meyer 

Gwendalyn Morris 

Lindsey Nikkinen 

Heather Passarelli 

Amanda Sligh 

Cody Smith 

Stephanie Sorensen 

Shannon Sturgeon 

Michele Toscani 

Kathryn Troyer 

Holly VanDercreek 

Jennifer Verbel 

Genny Villegas 

Edee Viola 

Danielle Warren 

Julia West 

Jennifer Wiebler 

Denese Williams 

Meaghan Windisch 

Harlan Wooten 

Wendyla Youmans 

 

ESE Middle School 

Teachers  

John Adkins 

Michael Arscott 

Kourtney Barnum 

Hadiya Barrett 

Shelia Blair 

Marlene Cantu 

Jonathan Gunn 

Danielle Hagenberger 

James Jacobelli 

Shalene Lamotte 

Elizabeth Martinet 

Tonya Mathes 

Kathleen Moranville 

Linda Partin 

Ana Sierra 

 

ESE High School -  

 Graduation Teachers  

Rasaan Banks 

LaWanda Broadnax 

Yeni Camejo Rojas 

Karen Dearing 

Bethany Forde 

Christina Gasse 

Donna Hart 

Kris Helderman 

Klarisa Kovelman 

Ryan Morton 

Jessica Moss 

Nicole O'Dell 

Carlo Quick 

Matthew Radzicki 

Sarah Schwartz 

Jessica Spell 

Simone Torres 

Laura Verschuren 

Johana Wright 

 

 

General Education  

 Secondary Teachers  

Denise Barnes 

Nathaniel Bostic 

Rebecca Bostic 

Wanda Bowers 

Chad Cornwell 

Evan Davis 

Damian Goderich 

Rene Marquis 

Kathleen Muir 

Community / Other  

Brandon TOPSoccer 

Buddy Baseball 

Yadira Calderon 

Robert Gardner 

Sara Kleiner 

Ryan Kraft 

Eileen and Bud Leeson 

Rhonda McWhirt 

Dr. Jennifer Miller 

Barbara Peterson 

Kathleen Pilczuk 

Portico Chorus 

Melissa Rosenberg Gardiner 

Salyssa Smith 

Success 4 Kids and Families 

Dr. Danielle Sutton 

Westchase Charitable Foundation 

Sarah Womack 
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2017 Excellence in Action Award Winners 
 

 Dr. Jack R. Lamb Distinguished  

Leadership Award 

Dr. Cristina Benito, ESE Supervisor 
ĶShe has been an incredible resource to families and is 

never seen without a smile.ķ 
 

 Community Impact Award 

Sarah Womack, Community Volunteer 
ĶShe has made our community a better and more fun place 

for individuals with special needs.ķ 

 Millie Bucy Positive Parent  

Involvement Award 

Eileen and Bud Leeson, Foster Parents 
ĶEileen and Bud have been foster parents for medically 

fragile children for over 25 years.ķ 

 One Team, One Goal Award 

Heritage Elementary 
ĶAs a unified team, they ensure ALL students are provided 
rigorous instruction, inclusive opportunities, social and 

educational collaboration, and the chance to work together 
on their journey toward graduation.ķ 

 ESE High School Teacher 
Donna Hart, Bloomingdale HS 

ĶScott has learned love, patience, and compassion from  
this teacher.ķ  

 ESE Pre-K Teacher 
Mary Marrs, Pizzo Elementary 

ĶI will always be grateful for Ms. Mary because she brought 
my sonĴs smile back.ķ 

 Therapist 
Brenda Auciello, Apollo Beach Elem. 

ĶShe encourages Meredith and celebrates every success  
with her.ķ   

 Transportation 
William Hueppi, Maniscalco Elem. 

ĶMr. Hueppi is always eager to answer my questions and he 
NEVER loses his patience.ķ 

 Support 
David Unger, Newsome HS 

ĶHe goes above and beyond the call of duty of being an aide.  
He makes me feel like I CAN conquer the world.ķ 

 ESE Elementary Teacher 
Paula Kraskow, Twin Lakes Elem. 

ĶShe believes in every child, and meets each one where  
they are.ķ 

 ESE Middle School Teacher 
Hadiya Barrett, Randall MS 

ĶShe is an amazing teacher whose passion and dedication 
shines through her bubbly personality.ķ 

 Administration 
Nicole Libby, Clark Elem. 

ĶShe has demonstrated great care and interest in my son, and 
we thank her for all she does for the ESE students.ķ 

 GE Elementary Teacher 
Samuel Macko, Valrico Elem. 

ĶThe wonderful change I have seen in my child is beyond 
anything words could ever describe.ķ 

 GE Secondary Teacher 
Chad Cornwell, Newsome HS 

ĶHe is a kind and great teacher who modified my course load 
as necessary due to my medical condition.ķ  

 Instructional Support 
Donna Taylor, Lowry Elem. 

ĶShe goes above and beyond the call of duty to ensure that 
Sophia is well cared for at school and has all of her medical 

needs met.ķ 

 Community 
Dr. Danielle Sutton 

ĶShe has wisdom, knowledge and skill, but she also has a 
great heart and kindness that leads her to go above and 

beyond.ķ 

Quotes do not do justice to the beauty of the nomination letters! 
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A Note from FDLRS Parent Services 

Tell us how we are doing 
 

Complete our short survey for our May 2017 Parent Press. 

 https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ParentPressMay2017 

Itõs hard to believe that another school year has come to an end and that we are already planning for 

2017/2018.  There are some exciting projects in the works:  parent information sessions, improved 

website resources and more publications available in Spanish.  Parent Services would like to wish 
you all a safe and fun filled summer and let you know that during the summer, parent liaisons may 

be available in a limited capacity.  Please call FDLRS Parent Services at 813 -837 -7732 (English)  or 

813 -837 -7728 (Espanol), if you have any questions or need assistance during this time.  

 

We also want to remind you to keep your childõs school up to date regarding any address changes for 

the coming school year.  Your most current address is critical to ensuring that there are no hiccups 

with school bus transportation once the new school year begins.  Also, be sure to call your school or 
visit their website to find out their summer hours.  
 
 

Remember to stay in touch with FDLRS Parent Services by visiting our website, signing up for 
our newsletter which highlights district and community events, look for us on Facebook or 
follow us on Twitter.  

 
 

6ÉÓÉÔ ÏÕÒ 7ÅÂÓÉÔÅȦ   http://fdlrs.mysdhc.com  
 
3ÉÇÎ ÕÐ ÆÏÒ ÏÕÒ .Å×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒȦ  http://tinyurl.com/FDLRSeNews  
 
               &ÏÌÌÏ× ÕÓ ÏÎ 4×ÉÔÔÅÒ 
                 https://twitter.com/@FDLRS_Hills 

 
             &ÉÎÄ ÕÓ ÏÎ &ÁÃÅÂÏÏË 
               https://facebook.com/FDLRSParentServicesHillsborough 

3ÔÁÙ #ÏÎÎÅÃÔÅÄ  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ParentPressMay2017
http://fdlrs.mysdhc.com/
http://fdlrs.mysdhc.com/
http://tinyurl.com/FDLRSeNews
https://twitter.com/@FDLRS_Hills
https://facebook.com/FDLRSParentServicesHillsborough
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Summer Smarts 

Hillsborough County Public Schools Library Media Services Resources  
 
Hillsborough County Public Schools offers reading resources from home like Axis 360 and MyOn.  Go to our 
website for more information and how to log on at http://www.sdhc.k12.fl.us/doc/606 . 
  

Ý Axis 360:   ebook library with elementary, middle school, high school and adult education 
collections. Students and teachers may check out from home or school using a computer, tablet or 
smart phone with an Internet connection.  

 

Ý Virtual Library :  Collection of online resources that is unique to support the needs of the user.  
 

Ý MyOn:   a collection of over 4000 multi -user ebooks students can read from home or school using a 
computer or tablet with an Internet connection.  

Khan Academy offers practice math exercises, instructional videos, and a personalized learning dashboard 
that empower learners to study at their own pace in and outside of the classroom.  

 
https://www.khanacademy.org/  

Common sense media® provides families with a trusted guide to help families use the world of media 
and technology.  They offer a library of independent age -based and educational ratings and reviews for 
movies, games, apps, TV shows, websites, books, and music. They also have a Parent Concerns and 
Parent Blog section to help families understand and navigate the problems and possibilities of raising a 
child in the digital age.  For more information visit https://www.commonsensemedia.org/  

Hillsborough County Public Library Cooperative offers 

books, ebooks and many events, including storytime, shows, 
classes, movies and much more.  Visit your local library for more 

information or visit online at  
http://hcplc.org/ .  

Summer may be approaching, but the learning shouldnôt stop there.  Check out these summer 

resources to keep your students learning throughout those months away from school. 

http://www.sdhc.k12.fl.us/doc/606
https://www.khanacademy.org/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
http://hcplc.org/


Page 7 

Volume 16, Issue 4 

Mission  
To provide an education and the supports that enable each 

student to excel as a successful and responsible citizen  

The Parent Press is designed to be an informational source for parents of students who receive Exceptional Student Education (ESE) services.  In addition to 
Hillsborough County Public School (HCPS) supports and services, the Parent Press strives to offer as much information as possible from community agencies and 

groups that provide services to persons with disabilities.  

Vision  
Preparing students for life  

 

Contact: 

Debbie Valdes 

(813) 837-7733  

debbie.valdes@sdhc.k12.fl.us 
 

Florida Diagnostic and Learning Resources 

System (FDLRS) - Hillsborough 

Website:  http://fdlrs.mysdhc.org/ 

Are you interested in finding practical guidance, 

strategies and helpful tools for your child with special 

needs?  Have you ever wanted to find out about changes 

and trends in special education law? 

The Florida Department of Education is proud to provide 

access to the Special Ed ConnectionÈ at no cost to 

families of students with disabilities.  To find out how 

you can gain access to this valuable online resource. 

Continuous Notification of Nondiscrimination 
Pursuant to Title VI, Title IX, Section 504/Title II and other civil rights regulations, the School District of Hillsborough County (District) does not 

discriminate nor tolerate harassment on the basis of race, color, ethnicity, national origin, religion, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, 
disability, marital status, genetic information or pregnancy in its educational programs, services or activities, or in its hiring or employment practices; and 

it will take immediate action to eliminate such harassment, prevent its recurrence, and address its effects. The District also provides equal access to its 

facilities to the Boy Scouts and other patriotic youth groups, as required by the Boy Scouts of America Equal Access Act. 

The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies: Dr. Pansy Houghton, Executive Officer, 

Compliance.  

813-272-4000; pansy.houghton@sdhc.k12.fl.us; Office of the Chief of Staff, 901 E. Kennedy Blvd., Tampa, Florida 33602. 

Website Accessibility Statement 
The School District of Hillsborough County is committed to providing websites that are accessible to all of our stakeholders. If you use assistive 

technology (such as a screen reader, eye-tracking device, voice recognition software, etc.) and are experiencing difficulty accessing information on this 
site, the following person has been designated to handle inquiries or complaints related to the functionality or inaccessibility of online content: Dr. Pansy 

Houghton, Executive Officer, Compliance. 813-272-4000; pansy.houghton@sdhc.k12.fl.us; Office of the Chief of Staff, 901 E. Kennedy Blvd., Tampa, 

Florida 33602. 

As required by Section 668.6076, Florida Statutes, you are hereby notified that: Under Florida law, e-mail addresses are public records. If you do not 
want your e-mail address released in response to a public records request, do not send electronic mail to this entity. Instead, contact this office by phone 

or in writing. History.--s. 1, ch. 2006-232. 

School Starts  

Thursday, August 10, 2017  

    

The 2017 �M2018 school calendar is available at   

http://www.sdhc.k12.fl.us/calendar/   

 

Hillsborough County Public Schools has 

approved a new tentative bell time 

schedule for the 2018 -2019 school year. The 

bell schedule for 2017 -2018 will remain 

mostly  the same.    

 

Visit http://www.sdhc.k12.fl.us/doc/1855/

administration/resources/belltimes/   for 

more information  


